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tries of Europe, The keynote of European school adnimls- Stote
tration is centralization and uniformity. In all cases there city school
are local school authorities, but they do not have the determi- ^mistra"
nation of general questions of educational policy. This Europe and
function is assumed by the central department of education contested.
or public instruction. In England; for example, the na-
tional board of education determines the qualifications of
teachers, fixes the programmes of school studies, and provides
the officials who inspect city schools throughout the king-
dom. Even the plans of new school buildings must be sub-
mitted to its approval. In Prussia the work of each city's
school committee (Schul-Dcputation) is directly supervised
by a provincial school board which is bureaucratic in or-
ganization, and these boards are in turn under the super-
visory control of the ministry of education. In. France the
centralization is more direct and more nearly complete than
in either England or Prussia. About the only function left
to the local authorities there is that of providing the necessary
school buildings. The control of these buildings, however,
together with the whole management of elementary schools,
is vested in the hands of national officers, chiefly in. those of
the prefect, who appoints all the teachers. These officials,
in turn, are responsible to the minister of public instruction.
Taken as a whole, the American system, of public education
stands out in sharp contrast with the methods of these coun-
tries. The keynote of American policy is local autonomy.
A varying degree of centralized control may be found among
the several states, and this jurisdiction has tended to in-
crease during the last thirty years; but in general the schools
are still built, managed, and financed in large measure by
local authorities. Whatever the merits or the defects of
this policy, it at least embodies a traditional difference be-
tween American and European methods.

Strictly speaking, the federal government of the United
States has no mandatory authority over the systems of pub-
lic education in the various states. Inasmuch as the na-